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went forth from the city to meet the new sovereign. He made his entry with stan-
dards and banners waving before him, whilst the umbrella (of state) was borne over
his head by Raidan as-Saklabi, the same who is mentioned in our article on Bar-
jawan. El-Hakim entered the Kasr a little before sunset, preceded by a litter in
which was borne the body of his father and out of which the two feet of the corpse
protruded. When the litter was taken into the Kasr, the body was washed by the
kadi Ibn an-Noman and then buried in a chamber of the Kasr, near the tomb of
al-Moizz, the father of the deceased. The interment took place towards nightfall.
On Thursday morning, the last of the month, perfect order reigned every where and
proclamations were made throughout the country to the effect that no new charges
or obligations should be imposed upon the people, that their lives and fortunes
were under the protection of God and that whoever attempted to deprive them of
either, might be lawfully slain and his property given up to pillage. The birth of
ai-Aziz took place on Thursday, the 14th of Muharram, 344 (llth May, A. D. 995),
at al-Mahdiya, in the province of Ifrikiya. Al-Farghani [vol. L p. 155) states, in
his lesser historical work, that al-Aziz billah was born on the eve of Sunday, the
11th of Muharram of that year. Al-Mukhtar al-Musabbihi relates as follows : '' In
" a conversation which I had with al-Hakim, we happened to speak of the death of
" al-Aziz, on which he said to me : ' 0 Mukhtar! my father sent for me before he
" * breathed his last, and I found him with nothing on his body but rags and ban-
" * dages. I kissed him, and he pressed me to his bosom, exclaiming: 'How I
" ' grieve for thee, beloved of my heart!' and tears flowed from his eyes. He
* < * then said : 'Go, my master! and play, for I am very well.' I obeyed and began
" Mo amuse myself with such sports as are usual with boys, and soon after, God
" ' took him to himself. Barjawan then hastened to me and, seeing me on the top
" * of a sycamore tree, he exclaimed: Come down, my boy! may God protect you
' * * and us all!' When I descended, he placed on my head the turban adorned
" * with jewels, kissed the ground before me and said: ' Hail to the Commander
** ' of the faithful, with the mercy of God and His blessing P He then led me out
*' * in that attire and shewed me to the people, who all kissed the ground before me
c< c and saluted me with the title of khalif!" The history of ai-Aziz offers abun-
dance of matter, but we aim at concision.

(1) The ruins of Aln Shams (Heliopofa) lie at half a day's journey N. E, of Cairo.
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